Local musicians to release Beatles cover in support of El Sistema program
All-Star music video will debut during a show at the Jack Richardson London Music Hall of Fame's Rosewood Room on Wednesday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m.
(London, ON) - What do you do when you’re a musician working on a Beatles cover and things just aren’t coming out the way you want? 

If you’re Londoner Steve Murphy, you get by with a little help from your friends!

On Wednesday, April 11, Murphy, who plays in popular local folk band Westminster Park, will release “I’m Looking Through You” – a cover of the song made famous by The Fab Four that features performances and input from more than a dozen musicians, most of them local. 

The song and accompanying video will premiere at the release party for Murphy’s solo CD, Lonesome Scrapbook, which will be held in the London Music Hall’s Rosewood Room on April 11 at 7:00 p.m. All proceeds from the single will be used to support El Sistema – a free after-school music instruction program for kids and youth operated in London through Aeolian Hall. 

“The song was originally something we were working on for Westminster Park, but at a certain point we decided to abandon it,” Murphy says. “We had some tracks recorded that eventually were picked up by producer Howie Kittelson. He heard something in them that he liked and suddenly we were off on what became an exciting and gratifying project.”

Kittelson, the host of CHRW Radio’s Saturday Morning With HowieZowie show, is known for creating massive collaborative musical projects under the Chain Mail moniker that include contributions from musicians all over the world. As he worked through the various recorded tracks, big ideas began to blossom in his head. Soon he was contacting prominent members of the local music scene to contribute.

The complete list of performers who comprised the Chain Mail Auxiliary is long and impressive: Brent Jones (B-3 organ, percussion, harmonies); Lindsay Schindler of Trent Severn and Rant Maggie Rant (violin, harmonies); Paul Aitken of Broomsticks & Hammers, Kevin’s Bacon Train, and Kevin Greene & The Awesome Sauce (lap steel, guitar); Lori Aitken of Hot Jiggle, Pickles ‘n Tarts, and Ukes of London (melodica); John Couture of Newport Electric (guitar, mandolin); Adam Plante, who plays with Newport Electric, Sarah Smith, and Andy Chillman (keyboard); Colleen Murphy of Westminster Park (cello); Melissa Parrott of Westminster Park (flute); Ed Kaszuba of The Mongrels (bass); Howie Kittelson of Chain Mail (drums, percussion, Theremin, guitar); Fred Händl of Z.E.R.O. Ensemble, Chain Mail, and Dr. Freddie's Atomic Commotion (Steinway); K.F. Carmen of Chain Mail (harmonies); Jason G. Eastwood of DisasterMan (guitar); Paul Cammaert (guitar); Joel Jacobs of Great Spirits (percussion); and Alex Hill of Banana Hammocks (ukulele, percussion).

The tracks were partly recorded at Brent Jones’s Quiet Earth Studios, and mastered by Chris Jordan at London’s Foundation Mastering. 

“We just kept adding layers,” Kittelson explains. “More parts, more harmonies, more ideas. Everyone we talked to was really excited about being involved. I can’t thank them enough for lending us their time and talents to create the final product. We’re really excited about the final product and what it will hopefully do for El Sistema.”

The video for the song was shot around downtown London, along the Thames and at the Jack Richardson London Music Hall of Fame. The CD and video release party are included in the “London Crawling” program for the Jack Richardson London Music Awards.   

For more information on the “I’m Looking Through You” project, contact:

Howie Kittelson

e. howiezowieguitars@gmail.com
p. 519.902.9965

